


2012 MGHS Antimicrobial Dosages and Acquisition Costs 

Dosages shown represent the most commonly used initial dosage for hospital-acquired infections. Doses should be 
individualized based on patient-specific conditions. Restricted agents are shown in bold print. Cost is based on a 70kg patient. 

 Agent Dosage MGHS Cost per Day* 
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Ampicillin IV 
Ampicillin PO 

1-2 gm every 4-6 hours 
0.5-1 gm every 6 hours 

+ 
+ 

Ampicillin/sulbactam IV 1.5-3 gm every 6 hours + to ++ 

Amoxicillin PO 250-500 mg every 8 hours + 

Amoxicillin/Clavulanate PO 250-500 mg every 8 hours + 

Dicloxacillin PO 250-500 mg every 6 hours + 

Nafcillin IV 1-2 gm every 4-6 hours ++ to ++++ 

Penicillin G IV 
Penicillin VK 

1-2 million units every 4 hours 
250-500 mg every 6-8 hours 

+ 
+ 

Piperacillin/Tazobactam IV 3.375 gm every 6 hours ++ 
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Cefepime IV 2 gm every 8-12 hours ++ 

Cefazolin IV 1 gm every 6-8 hours + 

Cefoxitin IV 1-2 gm every 6-8 hours ++ 

Ceftazidime IV 1-2 gm every 8 hours ++ 

Ceftriaxone IV 1-2 gm every 12-24 hours + 

Cefuroxime IV 
Cefuroxime PO 

1.5 gm every 8 hours 
250-500 mg every 12 hours 

+ 
+ 

Cephalexin PO 250-500 mg every 6 hours + 
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 Imipenem/cilastatin IV 500 mg every 6 hours +++ 

Ertapenem IV 1 gm every 24 hours +++ 

Meropenem IV 500 mg every 6 hours ++ 
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Amikacin IV 
7.5 mg/kg load; 
maintenance dose per nomogram 

+ 

Gentamicin IV 
2 mg/kg load; 
maintenance dose per nomogram 

+ 

Tobramycin IV 
2 mg/kg load; 
maintenance dose per nomogram 

+ 
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 Azithromycin IV 

Azithromycin PO 
500 mg every 24 hours 
250-500 mg every 24 hours 

+ 
+ 

Clarithromycin PO 250-500 mg every 6-12 hours + 

Erythromycin IV 
Erythromycin PO 

(lactobionate): 500 mg every 6 hours 
(base): 250-500 mg every 6 hours 

++ 
+ 
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 Ciprofloxacin IV 

Ciprofloxacin PO 

400 mg every 8-12 hours 
500-750 mg every 12 hours 

+ 
+ 

Levofloxacin IV 

Levofloxacin PO 

500-750 mg every 24 hours 
500-750 mg every 24 hours 

+ 
+ 
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 Doxycycline IV 

Doxycycline PO 
100 mg every 12 hours 
100 mg every 12 hours 

++ 
+ 

Tigecycline IV 
100 mg load 
50 mg every 12 hours 

++++ 
+++ 
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Clindamycin IV 
Clindamycin PO 

600 mg every 6 hours 
150-450 mg every 6 hours 

+ 
+ 

Vancomycin IV 1 gm every 12 hours + 

Sulfamethoxazole/trimethoprim IV 
Sulfamethoxazole/trimethoprim PO 

10-20 mg/kg daily (divided) 
10-20 mg/kg daily (divided) 

++ 
+ 

Linezolid IV 

Linezolid PO 

600 mg every 12 hours 
600 mg every 12 hours 

++++ 
++++ 

Daptomycin IV 4-6 mg/kg every 24 hours ++++ 
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Amphotericin B IV 0.3-1 mg/kg every 24 hours ++ 

Amphotericin B, Lipid Complex IV 3-5 mg/kg every 24 hours ++++ 

Micafungin IV 100 mg every 24 hours +++ 

Fluconazole IV 
Fluconazole PO 

200-800 mg every 24 hours 
200-800 mg every 24 hours 

++ 
+ 

Itraconazole PO 200 mg every 12-24 hours ++ 

Voriconazole IV 

 

Voriconazole PO 

6 mg/kg load for 2 doses; 
4 mg/kg every 12 hours 
200 mg every 12 hours 

++++ 
++++ 
+++ 

 
*Key: + = Less than $10; ++ = $10-50; +++ = $50-100; ++++ = Greater than $100. 
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